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Requiem for a Hummingbird 

Marc Mellits (b. 1966) 

Moth 

Viet Cuong (b. 1990) 


Concerto for Alto Saxophone and Wind Orchestra Ingolf Dahl 

(1912-1970) 


Recitative 

i. Adagio (Passacaglia) 

ii. Rondo alia Marcia 

with Christopher Jones, alto saxophone 
Winner of the 2018-19 Winds Concerto Competition 


Intermission 


Bugs Roger Cichy (b. 1956) 

i. Prelude 

ii. Dragonfly 

ill. Praying Mantis 
iv. Black Widow Spider 
V. Tiger Swallowtail 
vi. Army Ants 


Stillness (After Amelia Earhart) 


Tom Davoren (b. 1986) 
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Kevin Li 
Michaei Nunes 
Jacob Zemans-Ronthai 

TROMBONE 
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Raee Sahu 
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Tony Luo 
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PERCUSSION 
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Tim Roth 
Jasmine Tsui 
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Cara Nicoi 

PIANO 
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MacMillan Theatre 

ian Aibright, technical 
director 
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Ross Hammond, 
production assistant 
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PROGRAM NOTES 


American composer Marc 
Mellits wrote Requiem for a 
Hummingbird in 2012 for Cynthia 
Johnston and the Corneii University 
Wind Ensembie in support of the 
Syracuse New Music Society. 

Meiiits used to enjoy watching 
hummingbirds in his backyard - “As 
i wouid siowiy write music note 
by note, the hummingbird wouid 
fiy by me operating at a ievei of 
efficiency far beyond me, inspiring 
me.” The composer describes how 
if he were a hummingbird and his 
hummingbird friend passed away, 
he wouid write a funky requiem for 
it. Whiie most requiems are siow 
and remorsefui, tonight’s Requiem 
for a Hummingbird emuiates the 
quick, high-fiying, and endiessiy 
active iife of a hummingbird through 
the use of driving rhythms and 
soaring iyricism. 


Twenty-nine-year-oid American 
composer Viet Cuong’s Moth was 
inspired by the contrast between 
brightness and darkness. Cuong 
expiores this dichotomy through the 
metaphor of a moth drawn towards, 
and uitimateiy perishing in, a fiame. 
This programmatic work is intended 
to portray the journey of a moth 
constantiy craving the brightness of 
day. It opens with continuai rippie 
effects in the ciarinets permeated 
by bright percussive sounds to 
evoke a nocturnai iandscape dotted 
with stars. Finaiiy, a reientiess brass 
giiss and vioient bang interrupts the 


shrieking upper winds, marking the 
end of the moth’s journey. 

Ingoif Dahi’s Concerto for 
Alto Saxophone is a stapie of 
saxophone repertoire. The work 
was conceived in 1948 when 
Dahi received a ietter from Sigurd 
Rascher, a German-American 
saxophone virtuoso known for 
his mastery of the aitissimo (high) 
register. Rascher expressed 
interest in a iarge-scaie work for 
saxophone which wouid showcase 
the technicai capabiiities of the 
instrument. The first performance 
occurred in 1949 by Rascher and 
the University of liiinois. Aithough 
the work received positive reviews 
it was stiii difficuit to program due 
to its 28-minute performance time 
and technicai chaiienges. This ied 
to the first revision in 1953. Stiii 
dissatisfied, Dahi made further 
revisions in 1957, compieting 
them in 1959. The finai version 
was pubiished in 1968. Said to 
have brought tears to the eyes of 
his friend Igor Stravinsky, Dahi’s 
Concerto for Aito Saxophone 
remains one of Dahi’s most 
ceiebrated works. 


Roger Cichy’s compositions empioy 
what he caiis “compeiiing rhythms,” 
whose repetition drives the 
meiodies forward. This technique 
can be observed in his muiti- 
movement work Bugs, inspired 
by the insect and spider coiiection 


at the Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago, Cichy narrows 
in on a selection of five bugs whose 
musical personalities he explores in 
his composition: Dragonfly, Praying 
Mantis, Black Widow Spider, 

Tiger Swallowtail, and Army Ants. 
Each bug’s musical personality is 
depicted in separate movements, 
which are prefaced by an opening 
Prelude. 


Tom Davoren’s 2015 work Stillness 
(After Amelia Earhart) was 

commissioned by an international 
consortium consisting of the 
University of Saskatchewan Wind 
Orchestra, University of Kansas 
Wind Orchestra, Central Band 
of the Royal Air Force, Montclair 
State University Wind Ensemble, 
and the Burry Port Town Band 
(Wales) - ensembles who all 
share a connection to the story of 
pioneering aviator, Amelia Earhart. 
Departing from Harbour Grace, 
Newfoundland, and landing in 
Burry Port Harbour, Wales, Earhart 
completed the first solo transatlantic 
flight in 1932. Upon her arrival, 
Earhart said in an interview: “The 
stillness and the silence brings back 
again the almost awesome feeling 
which came to me as, hour after 
hour, we pushed forward through 
the thick clouds and fog. It was 
as if we were alone in the world.” 
This quote served as Davoren’s 
primary source of inspiration in his 
composition of Stillness. The music 


depicts Earhart’s journey from coast 
to coast, presenting a traditional 
Welsh hymn Burry Port by John 
Roberts. Throughout the piece, the 
hymn becomes more pronounced. 
Symbolic of Earhart’s transatlantic 
journey. Burry Port modulates 
from its original minor key to an 
optimistic major key. 

Program notes by Katherine Moffat 


Coming up in 2020 
Sharing 

U of T Wind Ensemble 

with guest ensemble Central 
Band of the Canadian Armed 
Forces 

Captain John Fullerton, 
conductor 

and Vanessa Fralick and 
Gordon Wolfe, trombones 

Program includes works by 
Bjbrk, Gary Kulesha and David 
Maslanka. 

7:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre 
$30, $20 senior, $10 student 

U of T students admitted free 
with a valid TCard, space 
permitting. 

Tickets: visit music.utoronto.ca 
or call 416-408-0208 



BIOGRAPHIES 


Gillian MacKay is Professor of 
Music of the University of Toronto, 
where she conducts the Wind 
Ensemble and teaches conducting. 
Gillian has an active professional 
career as a conductor, adjudicator, 
and clinician. She has conducted 
honour ensembles throughout 
Canada and internationally, and 
serves as Associate Conductor 
of the Denis Wick Canadian 
Wind Orchestra. Dr. MacKay 
has adjudicated Canadian band 
festivals at local, provincial, and 
national levels in Canada. She 
has conducted honour bands 
and judged competitions abroad, 
including Singapore, Thailand, and 
Korea. 

Dr. MacKay enjoys presenting 
clinics and workshops at 
conferences and symposia, and 
is known for her work on the 
relationship between conducting 
and mime. Currently, she is 
investigating the application of 
the Michael Chekhov acting 
technique to movement and 
meaning in conducting. Gillian leads 
the University of Toronto Wind 
Conducting Symposium each July, 
and has been the guest instructor 
at other symposia in Canada and 
abroad. 

Gillian earned degrees from 
University of Lethbridge, McGill 
University, and Northwestern 
University. 


Christopher Jones is one of 

Toronto’s brightest upcoming 
classical saxophonists. Currently 
in his third year of saxophone 
performance with Wallace Halladay 
at the University of Toronto, 
Christopher consistently excels 
in his studies and performance 
opportunities. He plays soprano 
saxophone in the Karisyg 
Saxophone Quartet, who in 
their second year together won 
the University of Toronto Wind 
Ensemble concerto competition 
and will perform the Scott McAllister 
concerto for saxophone quartet 
with the U of T Wind Symphony on 
February 7, 2020. 

In the summer of 2019, Christopher 
received grants to attend the 
Universite Europeenne de 
Saxophone in Gap, France. That 
same summer, he also received 
scholarships to attend the 2019 
Orford Music Summer Academy. 

He enjoys working with composers 
and playing new music. In 2018 he 
worked with Canadian composer 
Francis Ubertelli to perform the 
world premiere of Les Etoiles de 
la Terre per dodici sassofoni with 
saxophone ensemble, and again 
in 2019 for the world premiere 
of Ubertelli’s Peplum per chitarra 
elettrica e piccolo insieme. 


Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations, and 
corporations who gave annual 
gifts of $1,000 or more between 
May 1,2018 and October 31,2019, 
in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Tyler Greenleaf 
at 416-946-3580 or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.oa/musio. 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our What’s Happening 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 

Follow us ©UofTMusic 

Visit music.utoronto.ca 


Please note that photography and recording are 
strictly prohibited during the perfornnance. 


Kindly turn off all electronic devices 
as a courtesy to the performers and your fellow patrons. 


BLCX)R ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 






